ThetAncient Worlds of Asia
this analogy was intentional is borne out by inscriptions. At the centre of the town, founded about A.D. 900 by King Yasovarman, stood the temple of Phimeanakas. This was called the "central mountain" or the "queen of mountains" and was evidently intended to represent Meru. It is a fairly steep truncated pyramid on the top of which stood a small temple on a stepped platform. The whole building was gilded. It was a mountain of the world and of the gods in the manner of the Babylonian ziggurats. In the temple the "Lord of the Gods", Siva, was worshipped in the form of the linga, or phallic symbol. Siva became incarnate in every King of Cambodia who drew his mystical royal powers from the Lord of the Gods present in the linga and also in a mystical union with the earth. We learn from a Chinese visitor who came to Angkor Thorn in 1296 that in the palace there was a golden tower at the top of which the king lay sleeping:
"All the natives maintain that the tower is inhabited by the* spirit of a nine-headed serpent which rules over all the hi ml in the kingdom. It appears every night in the form of a woman. The king lies with her before any of his wives or roncuhines. Not even the most distinguished of these would darr to enter the room. Then the king arises and leaves in ilic Ki*i'ond watch. He may then sleep with his wives and tewrubinrs. If the spirit of the serpent fails to appear one ni^ht, this is taken to mean that the death of the king is inuiiiiirnu If the king misses one night with the serpent, he i«s ftttm k with misfortune."
'Mm* the king, uniting with the serpent-goddess, renewed tut'liily his mystical union with the earth and his kingdom.
I |»r truiplf was therefore not only the symbol of the mpun-unt Mrru, hut, by the cult of the force of the original god im .irnair in the HtiRa and the nightly union of the king and the f%ifffi-«!fif\% ii became the mystical centre of the kingdom, a crtiftr t.»f forces which, like a burning-glass, concentrated all ihr fliviw powers of heaven and earth and transmitted them in ihr kittf; iiml the empire.
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